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U.S. EPA Region 6 

Signs Record of Decision 
Devil’s Swamp Lake Superfund Site 

East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana        August 2020 

Introduction 

After careful review of all public comments, the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 6, 

has signed a Record of Decision (ROD) for the Devil’s 

Swamp Lake Superfund Site. 

The ROD provides a complete explanation of the 

EPA’s final decision including a summary of Site 

investigations and responses to public comment on the 

Proposed Plan. The EPA bases its decision on 

extensive studies of the extent of contamination, 

human health risks, and environmental conditions at 

the Devil’s Swamp Lake Superfund Site.  

The ROD was developed in accordance with the 

Comprehensive Environmental Response,  

Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA or 

Superfund), 42 U.S.C. § 9601 et seq., as amended by 

the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act 

of 1986 (SARA), and, to the extent practicable, the 

National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution 

Contingency Plan (NCP), 40 C.F.R. Part 300 et seq., as 

amended. This decision is supported and based on the 

Administrative Record file for the Site. The Louisiana 

Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) was 

provided the opportunity to review and comment on 

the Selected Remedy. The ROD can be found on the 

Internet at: 

https://www.epa.gov/superfund/devils-swamp-lake  

The Site consists of a small lake within the area known 

as Devil’s Swamp located on the east bank of the 

Mississippi River, approximately 10 miles north of 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The lake was excavated in 

1973 and 1974 to provide a source of material to 

reinforce the levee along the north and west sides of 

the Baton Rouge Barge Terminal. 

The Selected Remedy 

The Site and related issues have been carefully studied. 

The Selected Remedy for cleaning up the Site is Cap 

in Drainage Ditch and Enhanced Monitoring of 

Natural Recovery in certain areas of the lake with high 

concentrations of PCB contaminants in the sediments. 

This remediation approach will provide a clean habitat 

for fish and wildlife, which in turn will reduce 

polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) exposures to people 

who consume fish caught in the lake. The cap, or cover, 

in the drainage ditch will benefit the permanence of the 

remedy, protecting against erosion during flooding 

events. The remedy is straightforward to implement, 

and long-term monitoring will enable the evaluation of 

remedy effectiveness. This approach accelerates 

remediation while minimizing negative environmental 

impacts and damage to vegetation. 

The purpose of this response action is to implement a 

Site-wide strategy that addresses the contamination at 

the Site with the primary objective of preventing 

exposure to contaminants. The response action 

proposed is intended to address the threats to human 

health and the environment. 

Site Background 

Historical discharge from the former Rollins facility 

appears to be the primary source of contamination at 

the Site. Impacted soil/sediment is present in the 

drainage ditch and the lake.   
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Contaminants from the Rollins facility resulted in 

contamination of surface water, soil, sediments, and 

biota in Devil’s Swamp Lake by PCBs. 

The Site was proposed for listing on the National 

Priorities List on March 8, 2004. 

Highlight of Community Participation 

As part of its public participation responsibilities, the 

EPA issued a Proposed Plan in accordance with and as 

part of its public participation responsibilities under the 

CERCLA or Superfund §117(a), 42 U.S.C. § 9617(a) 

and 40 CFR §300.430(f)(2).  

The EPA solicited comments on the Proposed Plan in 

September 2019.  

 

The public comment period began on September 30, 

2019 and was scheduled to end on October 29, 2019.  

During the public meeting on October 17, 2019, where 

comments, questions, and recommendations were 

recorded, the public requested an extension for an 

additional 30 days.  The official public comment period 

ended November 28, 2019. 

The recommendations and alternatives considered in the 

Proposed Plan were based on information and 

documents contained in the Administrative Record file 

for the Site. After the public meeting and review of 

comments, the EPA has selected the cleanup remedy of 

Enhanced Monitored Natural Recovery and Cap.  

The EPA believes that the selected remedy will protect 

public health and the environment and can be done 

without major interruption to the local community.   

 

 

For More Information 

For more specific information about the Devil’s Swamp Lake Superfund Site or the Superfund process, please 

contact: 

 

Bartolome J Cañellas 

Remedial Project Manager 

U.S. EPA Region 6 

Superfund Division 

1201 Elm Street, Suite 500 (SED-RL) 

Dallas, TX  75270-2102 

(214) 665-6662 

Canellas.Bart@epa.gov 

Keith Horn 

Senior Environmental Scientist 

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality 

Remediation Division 

P.O. Box 4314 

Baton Rouge, LA  70821 

(225) 219-3717 

Keith.horn@la.gov 
  

Inquiries from the news media can be directed to the EPA Press Office at (214) 665-2200 
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